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1 — INTRODUCTION: THE
MUSEUM EGYPT BUILT
FOR ITSELF

The Grand Egyptian Museum is the largest archaeological museum
ever created.

It is not just a museum — it is a monumental act of cultural
memory, a modern sanctuary built to honor one civilization, one
river, and one of the greatest intellectual traditions on Earth.

For the first time, Egypt has built a world-class facility specifically
designed to house the full story of ancient Kemet, from its earliest
rise in the Nile Valley to its final dynasties. This is the first time in
history that the world will experience this civilization on its own
terms, not in fragments, not scattered across Berlin, Paris, London,
and New York.

GEM presents ancient Kemet through the lens of modern Egypt.
Y et many visitors arrive with no strategy, no route, and no
understanding of what they are seeing. This guide will help you

explore the museum efficiently and appreciate its remarkable
collections, monuments, and historical context.
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2 — WHAT MAKES GEM
DIFFERENT FROM ANY
OTHER MUSEUM

Most museums arrange Egypt in small rooms, mismatched
displays, confusing timelines, and dimly lit hallways.

GEM is different.
It is designed for:

o Narrative clarity

o Monumental scale

o Immersive storytelling

o Context rather than clutter
e A unified experience

GEM offers:

e Over 100,000 artifacts

e The entire Tutankhamun collection (5,000+ items),
together for the first time

e Massive colossi arranged on a monumental staircase

o State-of-the-art conservation labs

e Panoramic views of the Giza Plateau

e An architectural design that reflects Kemet’s emphasis on
light, alignment, and sacred geometry

This is not a warehouse of artifacts.
It is a cathedral of memory.
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3 — THE GRAND HALL:
YOUR FIRST ENCOUNTER

The moment you step inside, the museum makes its declaration.
Standing before you is the colossus of Ramses II, transported,
restored, and raised to its full glory.

He stands as the greeter of nations — an ancient African king
welcoming the world back into the house of Kemet.

Behind him rises the Grand Staircase, a processional avenue lined
with dozens of massive statues and architectural fragments from

every era. This is the museum’s way of stating:

“This civilization was monumental. And we honor it
monumentally.”

Power pieces to notice:

e Massive limestone colossi
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e Granite heads of kings
o Statues of gods and queens
e Architectural elements from vanished temples

This hall alone is a museum.

4 — HOWTO VISIT GEM
THE SMART WAY (THE
KEMET 101 ROUTE)

GEM is huge.
Without a strategy, people wander for hours without knowing what
they saw.

The Kemet 101 Route solves this.
1. The Grand Hall

Let your eyes adjust. Take in Ramses II.
Photograph the staircase.

2. Predynastic & Early Dynastic Galleries

See the seeds of everything that follows:
Cosmetic palettes, early pottery, proto-writing, ritual tools.

3. Old Kingdom: The Pyramid Age

Here you encounter the world that built Giza.
Key items:
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e Royal statues

o Priest reliefs

e Granite sarcophagi

e Menkaure triads (transferred originals)
e Masterpieces from Saqqara

4. Middle Kingdom: The Renaissance
The humanizing era:

e Senwosret I1I’s iconic “realistic” face

e Amenemhat III’s granite portraits

e Literature and spiritual revival themes
5. New Kingdom: Empire of Gold
This is where Kemet shines:

e Amenhotep III colossi

o Statues of Ptah, Hathor, Amun

e Reliefs from Karnak and Luxor

e Gold jewelry, inlays, and ritual items

6. Tutankhamun Complex

Allow 1.5-2 hours.
This is the greatest intact royal burial in history.

7. Conservation Center Viewing Windows

Watch conservators restore wood, gold, stone, and papyri.
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8. The Khufu Boat Pavilion

A masterwork of preservation — the cedarwood solar barque, fully
reconstructed.

9. Outdoor Spaces
Obelisk plaza
GEM facade

Desert-and-pyramid scape

This route gives you the museum’s full intellectual arc without
backtracking.

S - THE TUTANKHAMUN
COLLECTION: THE
CROWN JEWEL OF GEM
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No museum on Earth contains what GEM contains.
This is the complete — not partial — funerary collection of
Tutankhamun.

Major must-see pieces:

e The Golden Mask

e The three nested coffins, including the pure-gold coffin
e The four golden shrines (a palace within a palace)

e The chariots (seven total)

e The meteorite iron dagger

o The golden sandals and toe covers

o Osiris statues of Tut

o Jewelry: collars, bracelets, amulets

¢ Boxes, beds, chairs, model boats

o Canopic chest & jars

This section is overwhelming in scale and meaning.
Take your time.

You are standing inside the only royal burial chamber ever found
intact.

6 — THE KHUFU SOLAR
BOAT PAVILION

Moved from its old museum and fully restored, the Khufu boat is
one of humanity’s great engineering relics.

Why It Matters:

e Nearly 4,600 years old
e Constructed with ancient joinery without nails
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e Over 40 meters long
e Symbolized the king’s journey with the sun god Ra across
the heavens

GEM presents it with:
e Elevated walkways

o Digital reconstructions
e Detailed explanations of its construction

This is a must-see.

© Kemet 101 | www.kemet101.com



7 — SPIRITUAL THEMES
TOURISTS MISS

GEM is filled with symbols that require decoding.
Gold (nbw)

The flesh of the gods — indestructible, eternal.
Lapis / Blue

The sky of the gods, rebirth, divine presence.
Green (Osiris color)

Regeneration.

Ankh

Life-force, breath, continuity.

Ujat Eye (Wadjet)

Protection, sight, clarity, spiritual defense.

These symbols are placed deliberately — not decoratively.
Your guide helps visitors understand them intuitively.
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8§ — TOP 20 MUST-SEE
ARTIFACTS AT GEM

e o e

\O

10.

11

Ramses II colossus

Grand Staircase statues
Tutankhamun golden mask
Tutankhamun nested coffins
Tutankhamun meteorite dagger
Tutankhamun chariots
Tutankhamun golden sandals
Tutankhamun throne
Tutankhamun shrines

Khufu solar boat

. Menkaure triads
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Senwosret I1I head

Amenhotep III colossi
Hathor-crowned statues

Ptah statues

Old Kingdom reliefs

Predynastic Naqada pottery

Sacred animal mummies

Canopic jars & chests (Tut + others)
New Kingdom ritual gold items

These are your anchor points.
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9 — PHOTOGRAPHY &
VIDEO TIPS

Best photo angles:

Ramses II shot from below

Grand staircase from midpoint

Tut’s mask from 30° angle

Chariot silhouettes

Solar boat overhead

GEM glass fagade reflecting desert sky

Video:
e Use slow pans
e Avoid reflective glare

e Stay respectful of no-flash zones

Drones prohibited.

10 — PRACTICAL VISITING
TIPS

Time Needed:

Minimum 5 hours
Serious visitors: 7-8 hours
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Best Time:
Morning, when lighting and crowd levels are ideal.
Tickets:

Pricing varies; confirm official listings before arrival.
Note: Some galleries may use timed-entry.

Food:

The café with pyramid views is the perfect mid-visit break. Keep
in mind though, it might be expensive, mediocre, and small
portions. Generally, it is wise to have a full meal without
overeating before you arrive to a museum or archaeological site.
Bringing snacks is wise.

Accessibility:

Wide ramps, elevators, spacious pathways.

Bag Policy:

Large bags may require scanning or storage.
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11 — CULTURAL CONTEXT
MISSING FROM MOST
GUIDES

GEM is not just an Egyptian museum — it is an African museum.
Points often omitted:

o Early Nile Valley innovations came from the south (Ta-Seti
/ Nubia).

e Royal iconography has African origins.

e Spiritual concepts like resurrection, kingship, and cosmic
order developed in Africa’s interior long before later
Mediterranean civilizations.

e The gold-working mastery of Kemet reflects ancient
African metallurgical knowledge.

GEM confirms what scholars know:
Kemet is an African civilization with global influence.

12 — HIDDEN GEMS MOST
VISITORS MISS

The Middle Kingdom statuary corridor

The animal mummy displays

The textile conservation labs

The Naqada ritual objects

Relief blocks from lost temples

The architecture of the building itself — a masterpiece
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These areas are quieter, richer, and more intimate.

13— THE IDEAL HALF-DAY
ITINERARY

12:00-12:15 — Grand Hall photography
12:15-12:45 — Predynastic — Old Kingdom
12:45-1:15 — Middle Kingdom

1:15-2:00 — New Kingdom

2:00-3:45 — Tutankhamun complex
3:45-4:15 — Solar Boat Pavilion

4:15-4:45 — Conservation Center

4:45-5:00 — Outdoor images + exit

14 — FINAL REFLECTION:
THE MUSEUM OF
MEMORY

The Grand Egyptian Museum is more than a building.
It is the modern world’s offering to its ancient teacher.

In this space you are not simply looking at artifacts — you are

standing inside the intellectual legacy of the Nile Valley, preserved
and presented on a scale worthy of its genius.

Walk slowly.
Absorb deeply.
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Remember that these objects were created by human hands guided
by a cosmic vision.

You are walking through the ancestral library of African
achievement.

YOU CAN VISIT THE GIZA
PLATEAU WITH DR. PERRY
KYLES

If you want a safe, joyful, knowledgeable trip, book my
Giza Plateau Tour — the experience is unforgettable, and

you avoid 99% of the nonsense.

Perry Kyles,PhD @ The Giza Plateau Comple
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Kemet 101 12-Day Educational
Tour to Egypt

Dr. Kyles offers a 12-Day Educational Tour to Egypt. This tour includes:

* Entrance into all tombs, monuments, and museums as described in
the itinerary

* Accommodation in 5-star hotel
* Breakfast 10 days, lunch 6 days, and dinner 11 days

* Lectures and discussion by Dr. Kyles and Nubian scholars at hotels
and in the field

* Checklist and other important information to help you make the
most of your journey

* 3 hours undergraduate/graduate credit (with approval of university)
* Gift bags

Explore Kemet 101 Tours at kemet101.com/egypt-tours-travel/
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Judgement Scene Papyrus

The Judgement Scene reflects the values and spiritual
beliefs of Kemet, also referred to as Ancient Egypt.

It depicts the judgement of a person’s soul as they seek to
enter the afterlife known as the Hall of Maati.

Art like this papyrus replicates the papyri of Hunefer and
Ani, who were 19th Dynasty scribes. They were each buried
with a Pert Em Heru, which is is often referred to as the
“Book of the Dead”. The judgement scene is a part of that
burial process.

The papyrus has the image of the cat deity Bast, the three
pyramids of the Giza Plateau, and the ankh that is only
visible in the dark.

It is made with authentic papyrus paper. It is 36 inches wide
x 17 inches long.

kemetl01l.com
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PAPYRUS ZODIAC OF DENDERA TEMPLE!

T s T eV A I y |

This papyrus replicates the great Dendera Zodiac. The
Dendera Zodiac is among the most celebrated and
enigmatic artefacts of ancient Egyptian astronomy.

This circular zodiac presents a map of the stars, with the
twelve zodiacal constellations arranged in a wheel, along
with an intricate celestial composition of thirty-six decans,
symbolic of ten-day intervals within the 360-day Egyptian
civil year.

Papyrus Paper. length 16 inches x height 23 % inches

kemetl10l.com
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