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INTRODUCTION: THE 

MOST FAMOUS 

HORIZON ON EARTH 

The Giza Plateau is the most recognizable landscape in 

human civilization. 

It is more than a symbol of Egypt — it is a symbol of 

human capability itself. 

Yet most travelers arrive here unprepared. They know “the 

pyramids,” but they do not know what they are looking at, 

how the site functions as a complex, where to walk, what to 

prioritize, or how to move through this sacred landscape 

without confusion. 

The Giza Plateau is not a photo stop. 

It is a 4,500-year-old spiritual-engineering system 

designed to connect the king with eternity. 

This guide delivers the complete understanding and 

practical orientation needed to experience Giza 

way. 
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 2 — WHAT IS THE GIZA 

PYRAMID COMPLEX?  

 
The complex is not simply “three pyramids.” 

It is a full funerary metropolis built to function as: 

• A royal necropolis 

• An astronomical observatory 

• A cosmic map 
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• A resurrection system 

• A national identity project 

• A center of engineering excellence 

• A sacred landscape symbolizing divine kingship 

The major components include: 

• Great Pyramid of Khufu 

• Pyramid of Khafre 

• Pyramid of Menkaure 

• Three Queen’s Pyramids 

• Great Sphinx 

• Sphinx Temple 

• Khafre Valley Temple 

• Causeways (Khufu and Khafre) 

• Boat pits of Khufu 

• Mastaba fields for nobles and priests 

• Workers’ village and barracks 

• Old Kingdom cemeteries 

Giza is a complete system, not a random cluster of 

monuments. 
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3 — THE GREAT 

PYRAMID OF KHUFU 

 

Construction Date: 2580–2560 BCE 

Original Height: 146 m (now 138 m) 

Material: Limestone core, granite interior, Tura 

casing (originally polished white) 

This is the largest stone structure ever built and the most 

precise architectural project of antiquity. 
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Why It Matters 

• Greatest alignment to true north of any ancient 

structure 

• Contains the Grand Gallery, King’s Chamber, 

and Queen’s Chamber 

• Built with blocks averaging 2.5 tons each, some up 

to 70 tons 

• Part of a larger funerary system including the Solar 

Boat, causeway, and mortuary temple 

What to Look For 

• Original casing stones at the base 

• The Khufu Boat Pavilion (a must-see) 

• The east-side cemetery of nobles 

• The Queen’s Pyramids (G1-a, G1-b, G1-c) 

Khufu’s pyramid is a mathematical hymn carved in stone. 
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4 — THE PYRAMID OF 

KHAFRE 

Height: 136 m 

Defining Feature: Appears taller due to elevated 

bedrock 

Notable: Retains original casing stones at the top 

Why It Matters 

• The pyramid is directly aligned with the Great 

Sphinx 

• The Khafre Valley Temple is the best-preserved 

Old Kingdom stone temple 

• The causeway creates a symbolic pathway from 

Nile valley to eternity 
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Don’t Miss 

• The preserved granite blocks of the valley temple 

• The perfect alignment between Sphinx, Khafre, and 

the sun 

• The elevated platform giving some of the best wide-

angle views 

 

5 — THE PYRAMID OF 

MENKAURE 

Height: 65 m 

Character: Smaller, more refined, more artistic 

Notable: Base once encased in red granite 

Why It Matters 
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• Represents a shift to more intimate, personalized 

royal funerary architecture 

• Associated triad statues (Menkaure + Hathor + 

nomes) are masterpieces of royal ideology 

Key Features 

• Granite casing blocks still visible 

• Quiet area with fewer crowds 

• Excellent hilltop photography with all three 

pyramids in frame 

 

6 — THE GREAT SPHINX 

The Sphinx is the world’s oldest colossal statue. 

Name in Kemet: Hor-em-Akhet (“Heru in the 

Horizon”) 
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Construction: Ca. 2500 BCE, carved from a 

single limestone ridge 

Function: Guardian of the royal necropolis 

What It Represents 

• Lion body = power and earth 

• Human head = intelligence and divine rule 

• Solar alignment = legitimacy and cosmic order 

Must See 

• The Sphinx Temple, built from blocks carved from 

the Sphinx’s own body 

• The panoramic view from the left side 

• The alignment with sunrise on the horizon 
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7 — THE SACRED 

LAYOUT: A COSMIC 

MACHINE 

Giza is arranged according to a metaphysical blueprint: 

• Pyramids → Resurrection engines 

• Causeways → Journey of the king from earth to 

spirit 

• Valley temples → Ritual transformation 

• Boat pits → Solar journey across the heavens 

• Alignment to cardinal directions → Order, Maat, 

cosmic stability 

• Sphinx → Sentinel of divine kingship 

This is architecture as theology. 
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This route avoids confusion, crowds, and backtracking. 

1. Start at the Great Pyramid (Khufu) 

© Kemet 101 | Perry Kyles, PhD | www.kemet101.com

8 · HOW TO VISIT GIZA
SMARTLY (THE KEMET
101 ROUTE)



 

Walk the east side, see the Queen’s pyramids, and study the 

casing stones. 

2. Visit the Khufu Boat Pavilion 

A top-3 must-see. 

3. Move downhill to Khafre’s Valley Temple 

Immerse yourself in 4,500-year-old granite architecture. 

4. Visit the Great Sphinx 

Walk the left side for the best composition. 

5. Ride or walk to Panorama Point 

Best view of the full triad of pyramids. 

6. End at Menkaure 

Quiet, peaceful, highly photogenic. 
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9 — BEST TIMES TO 

VISIT 

Ideal: 

• 7:30–10:30 AM (cool, clear, fewer crowds) 

• 4:00 PM–sunset (golden hour) 

Avoid: 

• Midday (heat + crowds) 

• Egyptian holidays 

• Foggy winter mornings (for sunrise photos) 

 

10 — TICKETS, PRICES, 

AND LOGISTICS 

Prices are for foreign travelers. 

• Adult      EGP 700 

• Student  EGP 350 

OPENING HOURS 

• Open Every Day 

• Summer Working Hours:  from 07:00 am Last 

Entry 04:00 pm 

• Winter Working Hours: from 07:00 am Last 

Entry 04:00 pm 
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• Ramadan Working Hours:  from 08:00 am Last 

Entry 03:30 pm 

Sphinx Area: included 

• Camel rides: negotiate first (500 EGP for 1 hour is 

fair for both sides. Pay after the ride.) 

Guides 

• Many are unlicensed; insist on official IDs. 

 

11 — THE FIVE MOST 

COMMON SCAMS 

1. “No Uber here.” 

False everywhere, including the airport. 

2. Camel ride price flip: 

500 EGP becomes 1000 EGP at the end. Don’t 

buckle. Hold your ground. 

3. “I’m a government guide.” 

Often false; always check ID. 

4. “Ticket office closed — come with me.” 

Always false. 

5. “Let me take your photo.” 

Followed by a demand for money. 

Rule: 

Say no with confidence and keep walking. 
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12 — PHOTOGRAPHY & 

VIDEO TIPS 

• Best wide-angle shot: Panorama Point 

• Best “hero shot”: Looking up at Khafre from the 

south 

• Best Sphinx angle: Slightly left-of-center 

• Best architectural shot: Khafre Valley Temple 

granite columns 

• Best symmetry shot: Base of Khufu, east side 

Video 

• You are allowed to take pictures everywhere. 

Expect a scam from the workers asking for money 

to take pictures. When you arrive at the ticket center 

and entrance, you will clearly see on the sign that 

pictures with your phone are permitted.  

• Drones forbidden without special permits 

 

13 — CULTURAL 

ETIQUETTE 

• Do not climb the pyramids 

• Respect guards (they can be strict) 

• Dress modestly 

• Tip lightly (10–20 EGP where appropriate).  

• Avoid taking unsolicited “help” 
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14 — THE AFRICAN 

ORIGINS OF GIZA 

Giza is a product of African genius, African engineering, 

and African kingship. 

Key points for cultural grounding: 

• Early kingship symbols originate south of Egypt 

• Spiritual cosmology, gold symbolizing divinity, and 

resurrection theology are Nile Valley inventions 

• The pyramid complex represents African 

civilization at its intellectual height 

This dimension is missing from most tourism materials — 

but not from this guide. 

 
 

16 — THE IDEAL HALF-

DAY ITINERARY 

Arrival: 7:45 AM 

Khufu: 8:00–8:45 

Khufu Boat: 8:45–9:15 

Khafre Valley Temple: 9:20–9:45 

Sphinx: 9:45–10:15 

Panorama Point: 10:15–10:40 

Menkaure: 10:40–11:00 

You finish before the chaos hits. 
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If you want a safe, joyful, knowledgeable trip, book 

Dr. Kyles’ Giza Plateau Tour — the experience is 

unforgettable, and you avoid 99% of the nonsense. 

 
 

SECTION 17 — GIZA 

FOR SERIOUS 

STUDENTS OF HISTORY 

If you want to study Giza, not just see it, spend more time 

here: 

• Khafre Valley Temple granite blocks 

• Menkaure granite casing 

• Western cemetery mastabas 

• The Khufu quarry marks 

• Alignment studies of Khufu corners 

• Mersankh Tomb 

• Hetepheres Pyramid 
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SECTION 18 — FINAL 

REFLECTION: THE 

PLATEAU AS A LIVING 

TEXTBOOK 

The Giza Plateau is not a relic — it is a book written in 

stone, waiting for each visitor to read its pages. 

Bring water, sunscreen, and patience.                            

Walk it slowly. 

Observe deliberately. 

Learn its intent. 

Respect its scale. 

Feel the thousands of years beneath your feet. 

The ancients designed this place to last forever. 

Your understanding of it should last too. 

This guide ensures that you leave the plateau not only with 

photos, but with knowledge, clarity, and cultural 

grounding. 
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Best Half Day Giza 

Plateau Tour 
 

If you want a safe, joyful, knowledgeable trip, book 

Dr. Kyles’ Giza Plateau Tour — the experience is 

unforgettable, and you avoid 99% of the nonsense. 

 

Educational Tour to Egypt  

 
includes:  
 

• Entrance into all tombs, monuments, and museums as 

described in the itinerary  

• Accommodation in 5-star hotel  

• Breakfast 10 days, lunch 6 days, and dinner 11 days  
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Kemet 101 offers educational journeys through Egypt. These tours 

© Kemet 101 | Perry Kyles, PhD | www.kemet101.com

Best Half Day Giza
Plateau Tour

The Giza Plateau is much more than three great pyramids. It is an
extraordinary landscape of royal tombs, temples, causeways, and
monuments that tell the story of ancient Kemet. A half-day visit
gives you the opportunity to explore its most celebrated landmarks
while gaining a deeper understanding of the people who built
them.

Walk among the pyramids, examine the monumental stonework, and
consider the Great Sphinx within the wider necropolis. With a
knowledgeable guide, you can ask questions, take photographs, and
discover details that are easy to overlook when visiting on your own.
Kemet 101 can help you plan a private experience that makes the
most of your time on the plateau.

Explore tours: kemet101.com/egypt-tours-travel/
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Kemet 101 Group 

Kemet 101 offers educational journeys through Egypt. These tours 

 

• Lectures and discussion by Dr. Kyles and Nubian scholars at 

hotels and in the field  

• Checklist and other important information to help you make 

the most of your journey  

• 3 hours undergraduate/graduate credit (with approval of 

university)  

• Gift bags  
 

 

 

Judgement Scene Papyrus 

 

The Judgement Scene reflects the values and 

spiritual beliefs of Kemet, also referred to as Ancient 

Egypt. 

 

It depicts the judgement of a person’s soul as they 

seek to enter the afterlife known as the Hall of Maati.  

 

Art like this papyrus replicates the papyri of Hunefer 

and Ani, who were 19th Dynasty scribes. They were 

each buried with a Pert Em Heru, which is is often 
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Egypt. 
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referred to as the “Book of the Dead”. The judgement 

scene is a part of that burial process.  

 
The papyrus has the image of the cat deity Bast, the 

three pyramids of the Giza Plateau, and the ankh that 

is only visible in the dark.  

It is made with authentic papyrus paper. It is 36 inches 

wide x 17 inches long. 

 

PAPYRUS ZODIAC OF DENDERA TEMPLE! 

 

This papyrus replicates the great Dendera Zodiac. 

The Dendera Zodiac is among the most celebrated 

and enigmatic artefacts of ancient Egyptian 

astronomy. 
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This circular zodiac presents a map of the stars, with 

the twelve zodiacal constellations arranged in a 

wheel, along with an intricate celestial composition of 

thirty-six decans, symbolic of ten-day intervals within 

the 360-day Egyptian civil year.  

Papyrus Paper. length 16 inches x height 23 ½ inches 
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